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hours of flight training as a flight in-
structor. 

(3) A flight instructor who serves as a 
flight instructor in an FAA-approved 
course for the issuance of a flight in-
structor rating must hold a current 
flight instructor certificate with the 
appropriate rating and pass the re-
quired initial and recurrent flight in-
structor proficiency tests, in accord-
ance with the requirements of the part 
under which the FAA-approved course 
is conducted, and must— 

(i) Meet the requirements of para-
graph (h)(2) of this section; or 

(ii) Have trained and endorsed at 
least five applicants for a practical test 
for a pilot certificate, flight instructor 
certificate, ground instructor certifi-
cate, or an additional rating, and at 
least 80 percent of those applicants 
passed that test on their first attempt; 
and 

(A) Given at least 400 hours of flight 
training as a flight instructor for 
training in an airplane, a rotorcraft, or 
for a powered-lift rating; or 

(B) Given at least 100 hours of flight 
training as a flight instructor, for 
training in a glider rating. 

(i) Prohibition against self-endorse-
ments. A flight instructor shall not 
make any self-endorsement for a cer-
tificate, rating, flight review, author-
ization, operating privilege, practical 
test, or knowledge test that is required 
by this part. 

(j) Additional qualifications required to 
give training in Category II or Category 
III operations. A flight instructor may 
not give training in Category II or Cat-
egory III operations unless the flight 
instructor has been trained and tested 
in Category II or Category III oper-
ations, pursuant to § 61.67 or § 61.68 of 
this part, as applicable. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40907, July 30, 1997] 

§ 61.197 Renewal of flight instructor 
certificates. 

(a) A person who holds a flight in-
structor certificate that has not ex-
pired may renew that certificate by— 

(1) Passing a practical test for— 
(i) One of the ratings listed on the 

current flight instructor certificate; or 
(ii) An additional flight instructor 

rating; or 

(2) Presenting to an authorized FAA 
Flight Standards Inspector— 

(i) A record of training students 
showing that, during the preceding 24 
calendar months, the flight instructor 
has endorsed at least five students for 
a practical test for a certificate or rat-
ing and at least 80 percent of those stu-
dents passed that test on the first at-
tempt; 

(ii) A record showing that, within the 
preceding 24 calendar months, the 
flight instructor has served as a com-
pany check pilot, chief flight instruc-
tor, company check airman, or flight 
instructor in a part 121 or part 135 oper-
ation, or in a position involving the 
regular evaluation of pilots; or 

(iii) A graduation certificate showing 
that, within the preceding 3 calendar 
months, the person has successfully 
completed an approved flight instruc-
tor refresher course consisting of 
ground training or flight training, or a 
combination of both. 

(b) The expiration month of a re-
newed flight instructor certificate 
shall be 24 calendar months from— 

(1) The month the renewal require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
are accomplished; or 

(2) The month of expiration of the 
current flight instructor certificate 
provided— 

(i) The renewal requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section are accom-
plished within the 3 calendar months 
preceding the expiration month of the 
current flight instructor certificate, 
and 

(ii) If the renewal is accomplished 
under paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this sec-
tion, the approved flight instructor re-
fresher course must be completed with-
in the 3 calendar months preceding the 
expiration month of the current flight 
instructor certificate. 

(c) The practical test required by 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section may be 
accomplished in a flight simulator or 
flight training device if the test is ac-
complished pursuant to an approved 
course conducted by a training center 
certificated under part 142 of this chap-
ter. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 63 FR 20289, Apr. 23, 1998] 
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